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REAL ESTATE

- Service

We are the only real estate brokerage in Arizona that specializes in the

sale of architecturally unique homes™. From Modern to Historic, Ranch 1
. . viarchitecture
Home to Adobe, we know design and share your love of architecture. B |750n6)arson REAL ESTATE

For a thoughtful approach to any real estate sale or purchase, contact . . hi
azarchitecture / Jarson & Jarson Real Estate today. Call 480.425.9300 visit: azarchitecture.com

m @ f your home is currently listed this is not a solicitation. Copyright 2023-2024 azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson all rights reserved.
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The Shemer Art Center was
originally part of 640 acres
owned by a group of investors
who had visions of selling plots
of land for citrus farming and homesteading.
These investors called the area Arcadia, founded
the Arcadia Water Company and began
digging wells.

In 1919, the first “Arcadia” home was built
for the foreman in the field. In the 1920s,
those original investors went broke. The home
changed hands throughout the years, and in
1984, was purchased by Martha Shemer, a
real estate investor who was looking to buy a
property she could give to the community.

Fast forward 40 years, and the Shemer Art
Center has grown and thrived in that very spot.
The nonprofit holds classes for kids and adults,
art workshops and lectures, exhibits — including
the New Horizons High School exhibit that
showcases our young artists — and events
throughout the year.

Story ideas and feedback are always welcome
— reach me at editor@arcadianews.com. Until we
meet again in November, thank you for reading

Arcadia News and Arcadia Home & Design!

— Mallory Gleich

ON THE COVER: Allied Homes became one of the most successful home developers of the 1950s-60s.

ART: COURTESY OF ROBBIE GILBREATH
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ART LIVES HERE

Namedfor the woman who donated it to the community 40 years ago, the Shemer
Art Center is housed in one of the most storied and historic properties in Arcadia.

A RETREAT IN THE TREES

Treehouses call to mind a sense of nostalgia — but do you know where they came from?
Two Arcadia families are carrying on the tradition of days past with their children.

THE SCIENCE OF SOIL

We've got some expert advice on what plant owners should be doing to keep their soil
in prime condition during the spring and summer montbhs.

DIVEINTO YOUR DREAM

A new pool season is coming up/ We take a look at the trends surrounding the
éac,%yam’ oasis — and what families are doing 1o updaz‘e the pools in their backyczm’s.



Celebrating 40 years of the Shemer Art Center

By Mallory Gleich

n 1919, the area we now know as Arcadia
was little more than a few rough roads, citrus
groves and a few scattered family estates. The
first of those homes is still standing today and you can
actually check it out, because it’s part of the Shemer Art
Center (the classroom on the east side of the building).
Its original occupant was the foreman of the Arcadia
Water Company, who was stationed there to oversee
the new community infrastructure of pipes and wells
being built.
In 1925, the house and its 40 acres was purchased
by an investor named Henry Coerver, who added a

The Shemer Art Center is right here in the
neighborhood, and it offers the opportunity to learn about,
experience or enjoy art to residents and visitors of all ages.”

bedroom, bathroom and kitchen. He nicknamed it
“Casa de Wanda” in honor of his wife. Coerver would go
on to purchase and subdivide much of Arcadia. In 1928,

Charles Suhr — then-president of Pennzoil Company —
bought the home for his family and doubled the size of
the house, building rooms that are now used as galleries
and offices.

In 1984, Martha Shemer, a real estate investor looking
to invest near a recognizable landmark, purchased
the property. Before that, Shemer had “shopped
around,” researching 1,100 properties for her specific
requirements. First, it had to be a spot where all the
winter visitors to the Valley could stop by. Second, it had
to be scenic. Third, it would have to be something she
could give back to the community, which she dreamt
about even as a child in the small town of Ames, lowa.

The location of this property was perfect, near the
base of Camelback Mountain, the most well-known
landmark in the Valley of the Sun. This checked off the
first two requirements. The third item on the list would
depend on the City of Phoenix.

After securing the sale, she reached out to then-
Mayor Terry Goddard’s office, telling the secretary that
she wanted to gift the home to the city. The secretary
thought it was a joke at first, but after some back-and-

SPRING 2024 iHAORmé&W
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forth, Shemer was able to fulfill her dream
and gave the building to the City of Phoenix,
stipulating that it be used for the city’s brand-
new arts and culture initiative. They named
the building after Martha.

“It was determined by the City —
partnership with the family — that it would
become a visual art center named the Shemer
Art Center,” Executive Director Shonna James
said. “It became a historical landmark in
Phoenix and was voted a City of Phoenix Point
of Pride. Immediately, it began to offer visual
art classes and art exhibitions.”

In 2010, budget cuts nearly forced the City
to close the center, but a group of dedicated

residents came together to form a nonprofit

Martha Shemer

organization that would take over the daily
operations. When Martha purchased the
home, the neighborhood feared it would be turned into a commercial venture. Her
son, Barry, remembers responding to letters of concern to dispel that fear.

Back then, the City was largely responsible for day-to-day operations. In 2011,
the Shemer formed SACAMA — Shemer Art Center and Museum Association —
which took over full control. Carol Houston was the first director, and Shonna took
over in 2015.

“In the period leading up to the nonprofit, several members and my brother and I
spoke at public hearings held by the city,” Barry said. “Our purpose was to gain more
support and voice our opinion that the city should continue to support the center —
which they have!”

The Shemer survived and thrived and even expanded. It now operates as an art
gallery, offering classes, workshops, lectures, exhibitions and events.

“One thing that influenced my mother — other than wanting to give back to the
community — was her memory of that home,” Barry said. “When she was in high
school around 1936, her parents took her on picnics in that area, when the house was
the only structure for several miles around.”

Barry and his brother, Jack, always felt their role within the center should simply
be to provide input and help SACAMA make decisions. The Shemer continues to be
a family affair, with Barry’s son Ryan volunteering and assisting Shonna in setting up
for events.

To address the need for more space, larger classrooms, and an annual waiting list
for its Summer Art Camps for children, the Shemer is currently raising funds for its

Expansion & Legacy Campaign, offering everything from bricks to naming rights for
its new educational building. The Arcadia Camelback Mountain Neighborhood and
Arcadia Osborn Neighborhood associations have set up a GoFundMe to assist.

“The Shemer Art Center is right here in the neighborhood, and it offers the
opportunity to learn about, experience or enjoy art to residents and visitors of all ages
— just what Martha would have wanted,” Shonna said.

shemerartcenter.org

REMODEL YOUR SPACE TODAY'

I

DWILL-MAST Constructionis aremodeling company dedicated to quality and integrity.
We will bring our construction skills and remodeling experience to your next project!
« Commercial / Residential remodeling
* 30 years of experience ° Licensed, bonded & insured ROC# 335310

CALLDERECK 602-505-2559 « DWILL-MASTCONSTRUCTION.COM

(facing) The southeast corner of Camelback Road and Arcadia Lane/48th Street, circa 1930. Newly planted palm trees to the north will become the Royal Palms. °
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® See some of the structure of the
first house built for Arcadia.

* Tour the property and check out
some unique art.

* Take an art class or a workshop.
* Listen in on an art lecture.

¢ View exhibitions,
like the New Horizons
High School Art Exhibition.

¢ Attend events like the Furry
Friends Fine Arts Festival, Art in
the Garden and Sparkling Tea on
March 23 and 24 or the Shemer
Arizona Arts Festival and Shemer
Honors event in November.

* Shop at the on-site gift shop for
unique gifts and cards created by
Arizona artists.

&> e ot 2
e Relax in the sculpture garden. Since its inception, the Shemer Art Center has provided a place where people  Spaces fill up fast for its Summer Camps for kids ages 6-13.
can learn about the visual arts through classes, exhibitions and events.

PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE

Ato ZTree & Turf prowdes homeowners with an exceptional outdoor living experience. We design
and build some of the most prestigious landscapes in the Valley. Our unparalleled attention to
detail and excellent customer service ensures your outdoor living space is exquisite year-round.

PRO TIP: GET YOUR ROSES IN TOP SHAPE!

Spring is fast approaching! Properly cared for roses should be in full bloom by mid-month. Roses are heavy
feeders, Now is the time to apply our Rose specific blend of liquid fertilizers. Watch for aphids and thrips.
Foliar treatments work best for thrips using specific insecticides.

Keep an eye out for Powdery Mildew disease on Roses. This white, powdery looking disease will cover the
leaves and slow down or stop plant growth. Foliar spray is best control.

NOW is the time to Schedule your Springtime Rose Treatment.

* Design - Build - Install * Planting & Hardscapes * Artificial Turf
* Plant Health Care * Irrigation & Lighting ~ * Beautification & Enhancements

SERVING ARCADIA AND SURROUNDING AREAS FOR OVER 10 YEARS.

A/

TREE & TURF

Your Personal Landscape Experts ‘ 0
atoztreeandturf.com

° SPRING 2024 Home&;@%u

ROC#313230

Licensed | Bonded | Insured
Member of AZ Landscape Contractors Association
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SHOP LOCAL AND SAVE UP TO - $1,500
e Replacement Windows e Barn Doors & Hardware

e New Construction Windows e Interior Doors and Trim

e Multi-Side - Bi-folding Doors ¢ VELUX® Skylights and Sun Tunnels

e Entry, French and Patio Doors e Security Doors & Retractable Screens

| MILGARD. = VELUX: g
T B ROOF WINDOWS ;

W | AND SKYLIGHTS

T 1TAN

SECURITY
SCREEN §
DOORS

THERMA BTRU

DOORS

THE DOOR SYSTEM YOU CAN BELIEVE IN

LASTINGERE® 602.508.0800 | liwindow.com
IMPRESSIONS 4454 E. Thomas .Rd. | Phoenix, AZ 85018

ARIZONA’S WINDOW AND DOOR SPECIALISTS Mon-Thurs 8:30-5p.m. 1| Fri 8:30-4p.m. | Sat 9-2p.m. | ROC#179513



By Mallory Gleich

t was the late 1940s and the country was

shaking off the economic pinch of World War

II. The suburb was coming to life and Phoenix
was earning the moniker, “air-conditioning capital of
the world.” Home development and city expansion
was about to explode at an unprecedented rate. One
man sensed this — and it was his drive and timing
that was the impetus behind his highly successful
company, Allied Homes.

Some of the most durable homes in the Valley were
crafted by Allied — including their very first “luxury
house” in Arcadia — which listed for $19,900 when
they put it up on an acre in 1954.

Robbie Gilbreath is a third-generation resident who
grew up riding her bike around Chicago Avenue (44th
Street) and swimming in the irrigation ditches. It was
a time when kids left the home at sunrise and didn’t
come home until sunset. Those were also the days
when Robbie’s grandfather, C.F. Robbins (who Robbie
is named after) was unveiling his latest venture: Allied
Homes, a collection of neighborhood subdivisions
spread throughout the Valley.

Robbins — or Roby, as his friends called him —
moved to California in 1911 after graduating from
the University of Minnesota. His first job was as a
deputy engineer for the California State Highway
Department. Then, he worked as a consultant
for the firm Petit-Robbins. After that, he began
his own construction company: C.F. Robbins
Construction Co.

During WWII, Robbins received national attention
when he developed a new type of light surfacing
(like runway lights) for airfields. This brought him

One of the first developers in
the Valley still has roots in Arcadia

to various bases across the country, including the
Thunderbird and Falcon airfields. It was then that
Robbins fell in love with the Valley.

He moved his family to Phoenix around 1947 and
bought a 185-acre dairy farm that spanned between
40th and 44th, from Thomas to Oak. His days as an
engineer were over — now he wanted to try his hand at
raising cattle.

“I remember this, as a kid, because I hated the
smell,” Robbie laughed. “He had some of the first
stainless steel appliances at the farm, and also piped in
music for the cows!”

It was a short-lived adventure. Robbins decided that
farming wasn’t for him, and instead he got involved
in the construction industry — and he wasn’t afraid to
take risks, according to Robbie.

Shortly after Robbins came R.M. Chase, a man
who — with Robbins — had owned two lumber mills in
California that met a fiery end. After the mills burned
down, Chase and Robbie’s uncle (Robbins’ stepson),
Dell Trailor, headed to sunny AZ, and the three came
together to create Allied Construction Company.

Trailor became the secretary/treasurer and Chase
was in charge of the financials. The trio set up shop
in a house in Rancho Ventura and got to work...but
plans almost ended before they began.

“The Federal Housing Administration didn’t want
to approve my grandfather’s plans for the houses
because they said the area was ‘out in the sticks,”
Robbie said.

After some convincing, approval was met, and
Allied Homes started with 20 acres on Palm Lane,
between 40th and 42nd Streets. One house to an acre.
It was called Ventura Manor and had 29 subdivisions

at completion — but before then, the trio discovered
that one acre was far too much to tend with a single
lawnmower, so the plots were minimized: 30 houses to
10 acres, starting at $10,000-$12,000.

“This subdivision also had the first model home
that was all electric,” Robbie said.

These new homes were all the rage and each

included myriad features, like built-in ovens, double
sinks, central heating and air conditioning (one of
the biggest draws), insulated ceilings, and a choice
between interior and exterior paint colors.

Thousands of families descended on the Phoenix
area, moving into “Allied Quality” homes in Rancho
Ventura, Robbins Estates, Royal Palms, Hidden
Village (which had 16 subdivisions), Del Ray Estates
(named after Dell and R.M. Chase), Village Grove,
Village Meadows and Paradise Meadows.

In reminiscing about the beginning of Allied
Homes, Robbie mentioned that she was still trying
to figure out where the name came from. She found
out that when her grandfather was in the military, he
worked for “something Allied Armed Forces.”

“I also found an article about my grandmother’s
brother, and he worked for a place called Allied
Grocers — or something close to that,” Robbie said.
“I'm still trying to figure it out.”

Robbins retired in the 60s after selling his company
to a national builder, but his legacy lives on.

Allied Homes were built to last, as evidenced in the
various neighborhoods around Arcadia. Lush greenery,
carports, large living room windows and bountiful
backyards are a nod to the past and a trend that will
continue into the future. After all, as Robbins said, “If
it’s Allied, that’s all you need to know.”
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W $17,900 total price
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Basic floor plans started around
$12,000, but homes in Arcadia have
always commanded a premium.

PRESIDENT C.F. ROBBINS

Robbins was involved in general engineering from 1917
to 1925. From there, he worked in an engineering and
contracting business, building roads, highways and
bridges in California. He was instrumental in defense
construction work during WWII. In 1949, Robbins formed
the Allied Construction Company in Phoenix, Arizona.

VICE PRESIDENT R.M. CHASE

Chase worked on the early development of Commercial
Aviation in California while also helping to organize and
manage the Aviation Training School for civilian pilots in
WWII. He worked with Ventura Engineering Company from
1941-1944 and moved to Arizona in 1949 to join Allied
Construction Company.

SECRETARY-TREASURER DELL TRAILOR
Trailor served in WWII from 1943-1945. Afterwards, he
moved to Tucson and attended the University of Arizona.
He became the construction superintendent for Ventura
Engineering until 1949, when he joined the team at Allied.
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CONSTRUCTION COMPANY INC.

Allied Construction Company’s trademark explanation:

“A” the first letter of the alphabet, is commonly used
to indicate excellence. For instance, in Lloyd’s ships’
register (which records the condition of all vessels

at all times) “A” indicates top quality condition of
the ship’s hull. “A,” quite naturally, also represents
Allied’s company name.

This is a medieval Guild sign representing a “straight
edge.” In those days it was a symbol of accuracy

and honesty, as the skills of the draftsmanship and
chirography (the art of handwriting) were limited

to a very few. Today, as then, it symbolizes Allied’s
honest measure of craftsmanship.

The “plus sign” has always stood as a symbol of “more”
or “better,” an indication of overall increased value.
Throughout the years, Allied has consistently striven to
give Arizonans more home value for their dollar.

These symbols have been combined to form Allied’s
present trademark. It stands for Arizona’s most
respected builder. It represents quality construction,
careful planning, and meticulous attention to details. It
is, literally, the “spirit” of Allied Construction Company;
and it is our pledge to you...our promise to provide the
best homes in the best locales in The Valley of the Sun.
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STYLE +
= SAVINGS

EVENT
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Silhouette® Window Shadings =

= B S,
Enjoy Special Rebates on Our Most Popular Styles

Receive a $75 rebate per shade when you purchase 4 to 10
of any of the qualifying shades below:

Pirouette® Window Shadings
Silhouette® Window Shadings

Duette® Honeycomb Shades
Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

Purchase mustinclude PowerView® Automation

Follow Us At Facebook

ARCADIA i

2921 N. 68th Street « 480-248-8047

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made January 20, 2024 through April 1, 2024 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defined
as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate will
be issued in the form of a Virtual Reward Card and emailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim approval. Subject to applicable law, a $3.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 12
months after card issuance and each month thereafter. See complete terms distributed with Virtual Reward Card. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and
rebate form. ©2024 Hunter Douglas. Al rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. Orders that have more than 10 shades will
only be awarded a rebate for the first 10 shades for a total rebate cap of $750. Orders that have fewer than 4 shades will not be awarded any rebate.

Ask about

FREE

Measuring and

6233 E CATALINA DRIVE

Golden Keys, designed in 1964 by architect Ralph Haver, is an iconic resort style adult community located
in the heart of Scottsdale. This light & airy home with an oversized front arched window has been
upgraded & meticulously maintained. It boasts magnificent views of Camelback Mountain,Travertinel6in
flooring, granite counters, stainless steel appliances, vaulted ceilings, plantation shutters, upgraded
baths with higher cabinets, custom sinks, & extended closets! The primary bedroom is on the lower level
with a private bath. Step through the French doors to the fruit tree-lined expansive covered back patio to
enjoy your morning coffee or host the perfect party! Steps away from Old Town, Fashion Square & award-
winning restaurants. Amazing community with great neighbors. This truly is a must see!

Debbie Frazelle | cLums | ABR
602.399.8540

debbiefrazelle.com
dfrazelle@cox.net

Debbie Frazelle

REAL ESTATE
Top 1% of Coldwell Banker Agents

*
Pasr Arcapia PTO VP ! ’ G|3

Pasr Hopi PTA Presipent COLDWELL ANKER
Arcapia REsIDENT For over 30 YEARS REALTY
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Arcadia’s treehouses bring nostalgia to the neighborhood

By Mallory Gleich

he Sandlot. Now and Then. Stand by
Me. Jack. Bridge to Terabithia.
Quick trivia question: what do these films
have in common? Aside from a host of talented
actors and coming-of-age plot lines, each movie has
scenes around or inside a treehouse.

The trechouse isn’t a new concept — the idea of living
up in the branches dates back to the Roman Empire and
Emperor Caligula, who built a “dining room” in a tree
to use during banquets. In the Middle Ages, trechouses
were used as hideouts for outlaws.

During the Renaissance, Europeans like the Medici
family built platforms in oak trees to see across the land.
Treehouses might have lost their touch in Europe after
the 1600s, but thanks to a famous book called Robinson
Suisse (better known to us as The Swiss Family Robinson)
published in 1812, the lofty abodes made a comeback.

In America, trechouses started gaining popularity
in the 20th century. In the 1960s and 70s, they were
used to connect with nature and escape the pressures of
modern society. Some hotels and resorts in places like
Ohio, Virginia and New York added trechouses to their
roster to attract customers.

After all, treechouses invoke a sense of nostalgia, a time
when fun was at the forefront and cares were thrown
to the wind. Two Arcadia families use their tree- and
clubhouses for those purposes exactly.

Danielle Denton and her family inherited their
trechouse when they bought their home in 2020.
According to Danielle, the trechouse was originally
buile in 2010.

“At the time, our daughter was just under a year old,
and we loved the idea of having something so special and
fun for her to play in for many years to come,” she said.

The house is made mainly of wood, and Danielle and
her husband, Tyler, replaced the stairs, the rock wall and
the swing.

“One super cool aspect of this trechouse is that it
actually has electricity running to it. There are working
lights and outlets,” Danielle said. “Our daughter, Peyton,
loves the secret door from the treehouse to get to the
slide. She also loves the bunk beds — particularly the
top bunk

Megan and Zach Van Wolvelaerd took a different
approach. Since their backyard didn’t have a tree able to
withstand a “house,” they decided to build a clubhouse
for their children, Rory and Penn, in 2022.

“After Penn was born, we decided to add a clubhouse

1

to our backyard. We always knew we wanted one for our
kids to play in while growing up and making memories
together,” Megan said.

The duo bought a clubhouse kit from Costco, then
they painted and modified it to be “just right” for the
kids. Zach put the building together in about 12 hours.
What's unique about Penn and Rory’s clubhouse is that

it’s painted the same color as their actual house.

“We also added little house numbers to mimic ours:
6622 Y - the half because it’s a mini version of ours,”
Megan said. “We added a flower box to the top and
filled it with flowers. We also added a little sign that says
‘Rory and Penn’s Playhouse.”

Every holiday season, Megan and Zach decorate the
clubhouse for the kids. They turn it into a gingerbread
house for birthdays, Halloween and Christmas.

“We have a large bubble machine running from the
top level that fills the yard with bubbles. It’s magical,”
she said.

Penn and Rory love “cooking” and making meals in
the upstairs kitchen — and since Penn can now climb the
stairs and use the slide, the brother and sister play in it
every day after school.

“It’s truly the best part of our backyard,” Megan said.

Far from the platforms used in the olden days,
trechouses today are equipped with rope bridges, zip
lines and swing sets. Companies around the country sell
trechouse kits with everything a family needs to set up
their new “home away from home.”

Trechouse kits can be found at hardware stores like
Home Depot and Lowes, or at Costco or Walmart.
Basics start around $1,500 — and climb as high as your
imagination will take you!

The Van Wolvelaerd family’s clubhouse is painted to match their home.
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How to improve Arizona Ky sailfar plants and trees

By Eric Warchol

esert soil can make growing trees and

shrubs a challenge, as soil is where

everything starts for a plant. Thankfully,
plant growers can manipulate soil to provide a better
growing medium for non-native plants. Healthy soil =
healthy plants.

Our caliche (a mineral deposit of gravel, sand,
and nitrates found in southwest climates) contains a
calcium carbonate that “cements” the soil together.
Anyone who has tried to dig a hole in the ground in
Arizona knows this well. This is not the only problem
with trying to grow plants in clay. Our soils have
high salts that are low in organic matter and high in
alkalinity (pH 8 and above). Most plants — especially
citrus — like neutral or slightly acidic soil conditions
(pH 7 is neutral).

Native plants have adapted to these soil conditions.
When planning a landscape, there are plenty to choose
from: palo species, mesquites, agave and yucca are a
few examples.

One topic that has recently come to light is non-
native trees that were thriving in years past are slowly
declining. Clay soil and water contain salts, is high
in pH, has limited organic matter and lack of proper
drainage or water penetration. Other offenders are the
weaker monsoon storms of recent years and an increase
in temperatures during the summer. Trees and shrubs
are struggling for many reasons, but the good news is
they can be helped.

Every year, plants utilize what is in the soil; if we
don’t replenish what the plants use, they will struggle
to survive. At a bare minimum, most should be
fertilized in spring and fall — citrus and flowers (like
roses) should be fertilized three times a year.

One of the biggest concerns is the lack of proper
watering and salt buildup in the soil. Symptoms show
as browning along leaf edges and tips and premature
leaf drop. One important thing to do is water plants
slowly and deeply to get down to the roots.

Use a long screwdriver (or equivalent) and push it
into the soil close to the emitter after watering — the
tool should go down easily two feet into the ground
for trees. If it doesn’t, water longer. Leach salts from

the soil by watering twice as long as normal every six
months to push the salts below the roots.

When you fertilize, make sure there is some
soil sulfur in your product if you're using granular
fertilizer. When using granular fertilizers (these
encourage soil nutrient levels and create healthy turf),
use the proper amount — typically a lot more than
you think.

Professionals usually use liquid fertilizers mixed
with a pH-reducing product for quicker absorption
into the plants.

At A to Z Tree and Turf, we have Plant Healthcare
Programs that provide plants with what they need
at specific times of the year. Our citrus treatment
includes fertilizers, pH reducers, soil amendments,
biostimulants, and a biological preventative fungicide
all mixed and applied to the soil.

Make sure you add organic matter to your lawn.
Although granite has a nice, clean appearance in a
yard, there is no benefit to the roots of your valuable
landscape plants or the soil. I recommend placing a
border: rocks, steel edging, etc. and adding mulch
around your trees, especially citrus. The mulch holds
water better than granite, cools the roots during the

summer, breaks down over time to add organic matter
to the soil and can reduce soil compaction.

Mulch is a great benefit to all plants but should not
be placed directly against the trunk and will need to
be refreshed as it breaks down — yearly is typically
sufficient.

Proper watering, lowering the soil pH, fertilizing at
the correct times of the year with the proper nutrition
and adding organic matter will benefit the landscape
and plants.

Most of the dead or dying plants we see in winter
result from the temps and lack of humidity during
the summer. We are trying our best — professionals
and homeowners alike — to help plants grow and
thrive, but the adage remains true: “Right plant in the
right place.”

Eric Warchol is the head of A to Z
Tree and Turf’s Plant Healthcare
division. His background includes
vegetation management, tree care
and golf course management.
eric@atoztrecandturf.com
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Arcadias poolside trends for 2024

By Mallory Gleich
n other parts of the country,
it would feel strange to
say “getting ready for pool
season” in March — but in
Phoenix, the start of spring means the
start of pulling out the chairs, tubes,
noodles and floaties from storage:
pool season is upon us.
In that spirit, Arcadia News decided
to dig into the trends surrounding
a backyard oasis and what families

are doing to update the pools in their
backyards.

One of the most common trends
we found was new automation
systems. These systems connect to
apps like Google and Alexa to control
waterfalls, colored pool lights, spa
heaters, and adjustable speed pumps.
Some systems can monitor, in real-
time, a pool’s pH and sanitizer levels.

Energy efficiency is also on the
rise. Whether it’s saving electricity
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or water, the government is making
moves to ensure that manufacturers
are producing environmentally
friendly products.

Pool owners are opting for
energy-efficient pool equipment
such as variable-speed pumps, LED
lighting and solar-powered heaters.
These options decrease energy
consumption and cost while reducing
environmental impact.

Grace Dunlop is the marketing
director of Presidential Pools, a
company that’s been around for over
30 years. The founder, Tim Murphy,
grew up cleaning pools and started his
own business as a teen.

Dunlop said one of the most popular
additions are fire features around or
near a pool, like fire pots/bowls or
fireplaces.

Fire bowls function as accent
pieces that blend two elements to
create a dramatic effect — some come
with lights to really make the water
pop. These fire bowls can also be
connected to your automation system
for easy operation.
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“Wet edge pool designs are another
popular trend that will continue in
2024,” Dunlop said. Also known as
infinity or vanishing edge, this design
creates the illusion that the water
continues infinitely to the horizon by
having one or more edges appear to
blend with the surrounding landscape.

Another innovation is the
improved efficiency of in-floor pool
cleaning systems. Set into the pool’s
infrastructure, the systems distribute
water in a pattern across the pool
floor to clean up dirt and debris and
improve water circulation.

“Other ongoing trends include water
sheers — a type of waterfall feature,
darker pool interior finishes, and baja
shelves, which are almost a given with
every pool now,” Dunlop said.

Some of the things that are losing
popularity, according to Dunlop, are
traditional artificial boulder grottos
and waterfalls.

“Most customers want a modern
version of this that is not built with
boulders,” she said. “As for the trends,
we consider the ‘simple rectangle’ the
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Backyard pool trends are constantly changing, but some current ones include baja shelves, fire bowls and waterfall features.

most popular. The freeform tropical lagoon vibe doesn’t seem to be
what homeowners want anymore.”

Other trends on their way out are traditional chlorine pools, as
pool owners are looking into saltwater systems, UV-C sanitation,
and natural filtration systems. Fiberglass or plastic pool slides —
once known as the place to be when summer hits — are declining
in popularity as well, most notably for safety concerns and
aesthetic appeal.

Advancements in technology, sustainability, and design encourage
pool owners to create — and update — their perfect outdoor oasis.

Buying a homeis
now more affordable
than ever.

You could save thousands
on your down payment with
ONE+ by Rocket Mortgage®'

Homeownership may be closer than you think with
ONEH+, an affordable low down payment option.
With ONE+, you put down 1% and Rocket Mortgage
will cover the other 2% - you could save thousands!

Get back into the market and into your new home -
without a hefty down payment.

Whoiis eligible for ONE+?

ONEH+ is for first-time home buyers and repeat home
buyers who make less than or equal to 80% of the
area median income (AMI) of the location they're
buying in. It's only available for purchase loans and
can't be combined with other promotions.

Contact me to take advantage
of this exclusive opportunity today!

Deborah Gobins
Loan Originator
6023970713

Mortgage

deborahgobins@rocketmortgage.com
NMLS #306691

Client willbe required to pay a 1% down payment, vith the ability to pay a maximum of 3%, and Rocket Mortgage will cover an aditional 2% of the client’s purchase price as a down payment, or $2,000. Maximum
grant amount i $7,000. Offer valid on primary esidence, conventional loan products only. Maximun loan amount of $350,000. Cost of martgage insurance premium passed through to client effective January 2,
2024, Offer vald only for home buyers when qualifying income s les than or equl to 80% area median income based on county where property s located. Not available with any other discounts or promations and
cannot be retroactively applied to previously closed loans or loans that have 2 locked rate. This is not a commitment to lend. Rocket Mortgage reserves the right to canceljmodify ths offer at any time. Aditional
festrictions/conditions may apply.

Rocket Mortgage, LLC; NMLS #3030; www. NMLSConsumerAccess.org. Equal Housing Lender. Licensed in 50 states. AL License No. MC 20979, Control No. 100152352. AR, TX: 1050 Woodward Ave,, Detrot, M1
48226-1906, (888) 474-0404; AZ: 1 N. Central Ave., Ste. 2000, Phoenix, AZ 85004, Mortgage Banker License #BK-0902939; CA: Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection and Innovation under the California
Residential Mortgage Lending Act; CO: Regulated by the Division of Real Estate; gage Licensee #11704; IL: tgage Licensee #4127 - Dept. of Financial and Professional Regulation;
Ks: Licensed Mortgage Company MC.0025309; MA: Martgage Lender License #ML 3030; ME: Supervised Lender License; MN: Not an offer for a rate lock agreement; MS: Licensed by the MS Dept. of Banking and
Consumer Finance; NH: Licensed by the NH Banking Dept., #6743MB; NV: License #626; NJ: New Jersey - Rocket Mortgage, LLC, 1050 Woodward Ave., Detrot, M| 48226, (688) 474-0404, Licensed by the N..
Department of Banking and Insurance.; NY: Rocket Mortgage, LLC, 1050 Woodward Ave., Detroit, MI 48226 Licensed Mortgag: NYS Department of ; OH: MB 850076; OR: License #ML-1387;
PA: Licensed by the Dept. of 8anking - License #21430; R Licensed Lender; WA: Consumer Loan Company License CL-3030. Conditions mey apply.




Imagine your home, totally organized!

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, Home Offices and more...

q.

Off

Plus
Free Installation

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $16700r more or
30% off any order of $1430-$1669 on any complete
Custom Closet, Garage Cabinets or Garage Flooring, Wall
Bed, Wall Unit or home office unit. Free installation with
any complete unit order of $1000 or more. Not valid with
any other offer. Expires 3/31/24. Offer not valid in all regions.
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SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 12 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas
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Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-864-4254 'd ClOSet,S
www.closetsbydesign.com .. BEEBO | byDeSIg n

Locally Owned and Operated!
Licensed and Insured: ROC312904



